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ughterhouse Shockwaves 

HFA ‘s groundmaking investigative 
expo&, Slaughterhouse, by Chief 
Investigutor Gail Eisaitz, is awukenirlg 
millions. Above, the explosive work is 

* :,, .I<*. the j&w-e story on national tetevisiofl. 

USDA Seo*etury Dan Glickman 011 the 
hot seat --. here being questioned about 
HFA ‘s Slaughterhouse. Glickman 
concedes that enforcement of the 
Humane Slaughter Act is almost 
nonexistent. 

HFA’s landmark book Sluughterhowe is iwakening a new generation of 
Americans to the abuses perpetuated by the U.S. meat-packing industry. 

Slaz~ghterhozue has quickly become the authoritative reference for anyone 
interested in the treatment of farm animals. The news media are broadcasting 
HFA’s findings, members of Congress have called for federal reforms - even 
President Clinton’s cabinet member, USDA Secretary Dan Glickman, has stated 
the book is being carefully read by government officials and meat inspectors. 

HFA is currently working hard not only to educate people - but also to 
halt the abuses we have so carefully documented. w 
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l------a I Douglas McEwen may have contracted CJD 
by eating or handling deer or elk infected with 
mad deer disease. Additionally, there is concern 
that, as a frequent blood donor, he may have 
inadvertently passed on contaminated blood to 
others. 

Commenting to the news media on the 
petitions, HFA’s National Director Bradley 
Miller stated, “TSEs represent a potentially 
devastating threat to both human and animal 
health. Given what we know now, it is 
unconscionable that our government is still 
allowing the feeding of blood and other animal 

Y ou may have seen in the nation’s newspapers 
several weeks ago a chilling report that hinted at 
the magnitude of what may be the world’s next 

great epidemic. 
A panel of Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

scientists have asked our government to .prohibit blood 
donations from people who have lived in England in the 
last twenty years. Their concern is that these people may 
have eaten meat infected with mad cow disease and 
could be at risk for getting and spreading the disease 
here in the U.S. 

Don’t expect the FDA, however, to voluntarily adopt 
this recommendation from its own scientific advisors. 
For t$e FDA is already ignoring even more compelling 
scientific warnings about mad cow disease, in particular, 
the dangers of feeding dead animals to farm animals, 

Zt is because of this inaction that HFA has filed two 
formal legal petitions demanding that the federal 
government act immediately to tnonitor and prevent mad 
cow type diseases in the U.S. Joining with HFA in this 
effort are the Center for Food Safety, the Center for 
Media & Democracy, and several families of CJD 
victims. 

The Silent Killer 

Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs) 
are killing people, deer, elk, and sheep in the U.S. 
TSEs are a mysterious class of diseases that are called 
by different names in different species. 

Some identified types of TSEs are Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
Disease (CJD) and new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
Disease (nvCJD) which is a human disease apparently 
caused by the same agent which causes bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy @SE) or mad cow disease. 

HFA’s demand for immediate government: action is 
given added urgency by the case of a thirty-year old 
Utah man who is now terminally ill with CJD, a mad 
cow type disease in humans. 

by-products to farm animals.” 
The common characteristic of TSE diseases is that 

they are invariably fatal. 
humans through exposure 
to contaminated human 
growth hormone, cornea1 
transplants, the use of 
dura mater in transplants, 
the use of infected probes, 
and possibly through 
blood. 

A major route of 
transmission occurs 
through i@&tioti of the 

They can be transmitted to 

“2 is uncunsciortable 
that our government is 
still allowing the 
feeding of blood and 
other animal by- 
products to farm 
animals,” 

infectious agent, such as eating infected meat. The agent 
does not trigger an immune response. The doomed animal 
or human appears to be in petiectly normal health for a 
significant portion of their lifetime. 

Later, the disease emerges as holes and amyloid 
plaque material spreading in the brain, causing 
symptoms of dementia (which routinely appears to be 
Alzheimer’s Disease), physical Wailure, and death, 

Before a human or 
animal exhibits symptoms 
there is no way to test for The common 
the disease even though the 
human or animal is 

characte+stic of TsE 

infected and contagious. diseases is that they 
Prior to the are invariably fatal. 

appearance of nvCJD, the 
best known occurrence of a TSE in humans was the 
disease kuru, a TSE that appeared in the Fore tribe in 
New Guin.ea in the early 20th century. This disease was 
spread by cannibalistic rituals, including not only the 
consumption of brain but exposure of brain matter to 
mucous membranes and cuts in the skin. 

Just as cannibalistic rituals produced the TSE kuru in 
humans, forcing farm animals to become “cannibals” 

(Continued on page 8) 



rltish mad COW disease (BSE) appeared in the mid- 
%Os+ 

CJD also exists in the 1 T (: h..+ :A I- 
3 It quickly spread from just a few animals to lel 

feet hundreds of thousands. unhlown ~IIC- u---- - -- -.a~uluLlGu sporadic” w 
- _ 

BY 1988, this disease was linked to feeding rendered population 
nimaJ by-products to livestock. British cattle were the 
nsuming the remains of sheep, cattle, and other mi; 

animals deemed unfit for human consumption. have died c 
Despite the British outbreak, the dangerous practice CJD than commonly suspected, - --oc)wuc AWLJJ Illgner levels Of 

eding rendered meat and bonemeal to livestock has -- 
n widely practiced in the U.S., where no meanlnguJ 

strictions were even attempted until August 1997, 
Today, the U.S+ still allows practices that shouJd be 

----v. ~ruwcver, the U.S. has a large ith an 
: ofpersons with various dementia diseases, 

: most often diagnosed being Alzheimer’s (four 
bm Gs’es). And studies of people in the U S who 

$&me& SUDD~C~ m--At. L.-I- * ’ ’ 

“‘like virtualJY aJJ Other diseases, including AIDS 
where the infectious agent Can be detected in the early ’ 
stages Of the incubation process, doctors are unable to 
detemine if a w-son is infected with TSB untiJ Iight 
before symptoms occur. 

CurmntJY, federal agencies do not even require state 
heahh ofIiciaJs to report TSE cases. I 

/ 7 cat& blood products to calves. These practices are 
’ allowed despite suggestive evidence that TSE disease 

maY already jnfect pigs, cattle, and squirrels and despite 
the existme of proven TSEs in sheep, deer, elk, and 
mink. 

To date, 33 human beings have died from new 
variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (nvCJDi> apparently 

contracted Tom cattfe infected with BSE. &OW many 

more 1 Ml die is uncertain, 
Due to the long incubation period, it wiJJ be many 

! 

Years before the extent of the disease and deaths 
* determined. Estimates now range from dozens to are 
6 
! 
hundreds of thousands ofeventual deaths from ~VCJD in 

, 3ritain 
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